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Residents of the Shady Hill mobile home park came out Sunday, as they do about once a month, for a block 

party promoting a community atmosphere in one of the most impoverished neighborhoods in Chesterfield 

County. 

“Since I’ve been around … it’s changed a lot,” Kevin Butler, a longtime resident of Shady Hill, said of the 

progress since the block parties began about nine years ago. 

The parties, which are held the third Sunday of most months, are put on by the Cornerstone Revitalization 

Center, a local nonprofit organization that works in the park off Jefferson Davis Highway. 

The parties began as a way to bring residents together and create a true sense of community in an area where 

crime was high, people were down on their luck and prospects were dim. 
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Organizers like to tell the story of one man who, after a block party a few years back, said, “You know, it’s 

really hard to shoot at someone you just shared a hot dog with the day before.” 

Over the years, the parties have grown into a community event that mean as much to the people who put them 

on as those who attend. 

It was easy to see on Sunday afternoon. Volunteers from the CRC mingled and chatted with residents as if they 

lived in the neighborhood while kids ran around playing games and listening to stories. 

When the food was served, they all sat around tables talking to one another as old friends. 

That’s the goal of the whole endeavor, said Shawn Franco, lead pastor of Cornerstone Assembly of God 

Church on Chalkley Road. The CRC grew out of the church but operates separately. 

“I always said these are great people and we have a great time together. We’ve kept that mentality of being 

friends and doing things based on what our friends need. … It’s the whole idea of trying to relate person to 

person,” he said. 

“We’re just giving them a chance to be together. They never really saw themselves as a neighborhood.” 

The block party is just a small part of what the CRC does at Shady Hill. The organization runs a community 

center where students get after-school help and where classes are held for adults. The CRC also runs backpack, 

summer, clothing and bus programs. 

Volunteers spend hour some weeks helping out at the community center or visiting the park. 

Residents say what really makes a difference is having people around who genuinely care. 

“They do a lot,” said Helena Wesner, whose 11-year old daughter, Brooke, attends the summer program and 

participates in after-school programs during the academic year. 

“It means a lot because there are a lot of disturbing things going on in the neighborhood. It gives you a break 

and some peace.” 

While what the CRC does has made an appreciable difference at Shady Hill, the truth is the organization is just 

scratching the surface, residents and volunteers say. 

Not everyone participates or takes advantage of the help that’s offered. And, even if they got every resident 

involved, Shady Hill is just one neighborhood in a part of the county where poverty is growing. 

But the CRC has helped change attitudes and lives — though many of the issues associated with widespread 

poverty haven’t been erased — in the years since the first block party, residents say. 

They talk about how the parties, and other services Cornerstone has set up, have helped create a feeling of 

community and are giving children hope. 

“They are a great help,” Eusebio Pacheco said Sunday in Spanish. “Without them, the kids would be out 

running the streets. Now, they have a place where they can go, get help with school and feel wanted.” 

Franco says the volunteers are getting just as much of a benefit as the residents. 

“There’s a lot of generosity here. It’s not uncommon for someone to lose a place to stay and someone who’s 

already too crowded says, ‘Come stay with us,’ ” he said. 

“I think that’s been the big part for us.” 
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