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The sun was shining as a crew unloaded the 56-foot ivory trailer with blue trim into Shady Hill Trailer 
Park. 

Those who had gathered at the site smiled. The trailer sparkled. 

"I think it's going to look good," said Donnie Hinson, a nearby resident, giving it the once-over. 

Residents in this Chesterfield County mobile home park have been waiting since August for the new 
trailer to arrive. By 11 a.m., the three-room trailer was off a flatbed truck and in its place. 

"The Lord made this happen," said Todd Wilson, a member of Cornerstone Assembly of God. 

Cornerstone is a middle-class congregation in Chesterfield that has spent the past few months reaching out to the residents of Shady 
Hill, one of the county's toughest trailer parks on Jefferson Davis Highway. 

Soon the new trailer will serve as an outreach center for Cornerstone and other churches in the area. They plan to use it for after-
school programs for children, Bible study for adults and outreach for many of Shady Hill's Spanish-speaking residents. 

For a long time, the mobile home community peppered with stray cats and barking dogs has had a reputation for drugs, prostitution 
and crime. 

But recently, things have started to look up. Residents have joined the church's congregation on Chalkley Road. They have made 
friends. Many are changing their ways and cleaning up the community. 

"There are some real good people in here," Wilson said. 

Church leaders said the trailer gives their relationship a solid foundation to build upon. The residents agreed. 

"I think it will bring us together," said Trisha Reamy, who lives in a trailer with 10 other members of her family in Shady Hill. 

As word spread of the trailer's arrival, residents peeked their heads out of their homes to get a better look. Others walked over to 
see what was happening. 

"It's finally here," said resident Helen Crowder, who lives in one of the park's cabanas, an 8-by-10 foot living quarter inside a trailer. 
"Our prayers have been answered." 

Hinson, who lives across the street in the Parkway Village trailer park, had already started making plans to decorate the new trailer. 
"The children are all going to plant flowers here," Hinson said. 

Others said they would like to place a swing set nearby and other toys for the children to play on. 

"I'm excited," Reamy said. "It is such a blessing for us." 

 
Contact staff writer Meredith Bonny at mbonny@timesdispatch.com or (804) 649-6452. 
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