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Dawn Roark walks through the Shady Hill Trailer Park, picking up jagged 
pieces of glass. It's her way of protecting the children who live there. 

"To see the children, it can't not affect you," she said. "They are dirty. They 
have bare feet." 

For the past year, Roark has visited every Tuesday with other women from 
Cornerstone Assembly of God, a sprawling middle-class church nestled among large-lawned homes in 
central Chesterfield County. 

Cornerstone is about 5 miles from Shady Hill, "but it's really a world away," Community Pastor Shawn 
Franco said. 

Soon, however, they will be uniting. 

This week, the church hopes to locate a trailer in Shady Hill, where members of the congregation can host 
after-school programs for children and outreach for adults, including programs for Shady Hill's many 
Spanish-speaking residents. 

"They have brought something peaceful into this trailer park," said 37-year-old Mistie Marquez, who lives 
in Shady Hill with her husband and 13-year-old autistic son, Jon. "They have brought God into this 
community." 

Located along Jefferson Davis Highway in Chesterfield, Shady Hill has earned a reputation as one of the 
county's toughest trailer parks. 

Locals will tell you it has all the vices -- drugs, prostitution and crime. 

While some of the trailers are decorated with porch swings, American flags and flowers, others are dark 
and cramped, the windows covered with blankets and "no trespassing" signs. 

Discarded furniture and children's plastic toys are stacked outside many of the trailers. 

Satellite dishes and children's bicycles are everywhere. 

So are barking dogs chained to the sides of trailers. Stray cats run loose through the streets. Dumpsters 
sit a few feet from homes. 

At least one of the trailers is divided into four cabanas no bigger than 8 by 10 feet, where residents such 
as 65-year-old Helen Crowder sleep, eat and bathe all in one room. Her cabana doesn't have a kitchen or 
even a stove -- just a sink. 

"I used to love to cook," Crowder said, sitting on her bed. "But now, I've got nowhere to cook. All I have is 
a hot plate." 

Despite Crowder's living conditions, she has something to look forward to every week -- fresh coffee, 
cookies and conversation. She is a member of Cornerstone's women's group, which meets on Tuesdays. 
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It's her one good thing right now in a world of bad. 

. . . 

Loud Spanish music blares throughout Shady Hill at all hours of the day. 

Trisha Reamy, who lives in Trailer 16 with 10 other people, tries to drown it out by burying her head in a 
pillow. 

"Sometimes, I say, 'Why me?'" said Reamy, 39, a stay-at-home mom. "But I let it go." 

Her father owns Trailer 16, which he shares with his girlfriend; Reamy's boyfriend, Eric Wells; Reamy's six 
children and her oldest son's girlfriend, who just gave birth to 1-pound, 10-ounce girl named Jamie Lynn. 

The baby is fighting for her life in the neonatal intensive-care unit at CJW Medical Center (Chippenham), 
and her family hopes she'll be able to come home soon. Still, they worry about finding room for another 
person in their crowded two-bedroom trailer. 

Reamy, once a cheerleader and field-hockey player at Meadowbrook High School, is grateful for what she 
has, but she dreams of something better for her children and her boyfriend, who works as a roofer. She 
would like a three-bedroom trailer of her own. 

"It's hard living here," she said. "But I tell my kids, it doesn't matter where you live. It could be a 
cardboard box, and it could be a home." 

. . . 

It's just one of the lessons she's tried to impart. She also urges her children to study hard and to stay 
away from Shady Hill's crack houses. 

Reamy recently learned at a parent-teacher conference at Bensley Elementary School that her 8-year-old 
son, Eric Wells Jr., made the honor roll. She cried. 

It was outside the same school that Reamy watched her first husband commit suicide more than a decade 
ago. 

"We've been through so much," she said. "But they always say God doesn't give you anything you can't 
handle." 

She credits Cornerstone for her newfound faith -- not just in God, but in people. 

"It's different when they are in here," she said of the church members. "They don't look down on us." 

Reamy's 5-year-old son, Hunter Wells, tells everyone he wants to be a preacher when he grows up. After 
meeting Cornerstone's Franco, Reamy said it's easy to understand why. 

Church members Linda Knickerbocker and Roark said they have started to see some change in the 
community, not so much in its physical appearance but in the faces of those who live there. 

"You know, the women -- when they come to our meetings now, they look prettier," Roark said. "It's like 
there is this ray of hope." 

 
Contact staff writer Meredith Bonny at mbonny@timesdispatch.com or (804) 649-6452. 
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