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Cornerstone Revitalization Center, a nonprofit organization working in one of Chesterfield County’s poorest 

neighborhoods, has received a grant from retailer Target Corp. to boost an after-school reading program. 

The $2,000 grant will allow Cornerstone to expand the number of students using the “Smarty Ants” online 

reading program by about a third. 

Cornerstone, which works out of a learning cottage in the Shady Hills Mobile Home Park on Jefferson Davis 

Highway, currently works with about 40 children after school, tutoring and helping them with schoolwork, 

math and reading. 

Of those students, only about 12 can use the online reading program because Cornerstone can only afford that 

many subscriptions. 

Along with the computer program, Cornerstone works with students individually to make sure they understand 

the material. 

Todd Wilson, president of Cornerstone, said the grant from Target will allow the organization to add three to 

five subscriptions. Cornerstone already has identified the students most in need of help. 

The money also will go toward buying additional pads for the students to work on. 

Getting more students into the program is significant, Wilson said, because the “Smarty Ants” program is 

designed to help students who are struggling with reading. 

“This reading program is really tooled toward remedial” and allows students to learn at their own pace, Wilson 

said. “It’s giving them this individual way of learning. It’s really a tailored program for all of these kids.” 

That’s especially important for younger students who, once they’ve fallen too far behind, run the risk of never 

catching up in school. 

Wilson and other advocates say improving kids’ reading ability is key to helping them escape the crippling 

poverty they’ve grown up with. 

The issue is particularly critical, Wilson said, for students who live in eastern Chesterfield where poverty is 

common and students don’t have resources others do. 

Chesterfield’s poor are concentrated mostly near the Richmond line and south along Jefferson Davis Highway 

and Interstate 95., far from high-dollar subdivisions, state-of-the-art schools and booming retail corridors. 

The county’s 10 poorest elementary schools — where between 50 and 90 percent of students qualify for free or 

reduced-price lunch — are all in the eastern end of the county. 
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